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Welcome

to the School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry (SOPHI). This unit guide provides information
regarding the undergraduate programs offered by the department of Classics and Ancient History.
For information regarding other programs offered in this School please consult the individual
departmental unit guides, available from the SOPHI enquiry counter.

Key dates

Semester 1

Mon 1 March Lectures begin

Fri 2 - Fri 9 April Semester break

Fri 4 June Last day of lectures
Mon 7 - Fri 11 June Study vacation
Mon 14 - Sat 26 June Examination period
Sat 26 June Semester ends

Student enquiries

School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry
(SOPHI)

Level 3, Quadrangle Building A14

(next to MacLaurin Hall Stairway)

Tel: 02 9351 2862

Fax: 02 93513918

Email: sophi.enquiries@usyd.edu.au

Web: http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/school/sophi
Dept: http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/cah

Disclaimer: The information in this handbook was correct at the time of publication. The University reserves the right to make

Semester 2

Mon 26 July Lectures begin

Mon 27 Sep - Fri 1 Oct Semester break

Fri 29 Oct Last day of lectures
Mon 1 - Fri 5 Nov Study vacation

Mon 8 - Sat 20 Nov Examination period
Sat 20 Nov Semester ends
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changes to this information at any time without notice. Please see the department’s website for the latest information.



Why study Classics and
Ancient History?

By studying Classics and Ancient History you

will explore the Greek and Roman roots of our
civilisation and obtain a better understanding of
our contemporary world. After all, the Romans
and Greeks ruled vast areas from Portugal to
Pakistan and from Scotland to the Sahara. Their
civilisation lasted over 2,500 years. This world is
at the very heart of our cultural heritage — at the
same time hauntingly familiar and mysteriously
alien. Think of democracy, the calendar, tragedy,
comedy, myths, legal concepts, art, architecture,
English vocabulary and the Romance languages
— they all have their roots in Greco-Roman
culture. We use a range of historical, literary and
interdisciplinary approaches to recover the past
so that it becomes a meaningful resource with
which to think about the present.

Our department offers students the opportunity
to study the classical world in depth, with units
in the languages, literatures, history, philosophy
and archaeology of Greco-Roman societies.
The Faculty of Arts has such a diversity of units
on offer that you'd never have to leave the
ancient world. Ours is the largest department
in Australasia and it has the oldest tradition,
with excellent resources such as the Nicholson
Museum, whose fine collection is used in our
teaching. We also have close relations with

our sister departments of Philosophy and
Archaeology, which have specialist units in the
classical period.

Students who major in our discipline areas

have found employment in a huge variety of
occupations. A degree with a major in these
fields is a traditionally valued qualification for
entry to many professions such as the diplomatic
service, management, secondary and tertiary
teaching, the Information Technology field; and
administrative careers in industry and the public
service, media and museums.

Undergraduate programs

The department of Classics and Ancient History
offers three separate majors in ancient world
studies: Ancient History, which has a history-
centred disciplinary approach to the ancient
world; and the two language-based majors, Latin
and Ancient Greek, which allow for progression
from complete beginners to an advanced
mastery of the respective language and literature.
Students are encouraged to supplement the
focus of their particular major by drawing on the
wide range of units of study available within the
department (and in related departments, such

as Archaeology and Philosophy) to build an Arts
degree with a deep, cross-disciplinary grounding
in the ancient world.

Ancient History

In Ancient History we teach the discipline of
history and use it to offer undergraduate and
postgraduate students at all levels a wide range
of units on the ancient Greek, Roman and early
post-Roman and Byzantine civilisations. We

look at the evidence for this world: literature;
documents on stone, metal, clay, wood or
papyrus; visual images; coins; and other material
sources. We use various historical approaches to
try to recover the past in a way that is meaningful
to the present. You can do as many units of study
of Ancient History as you wish in a full sequence
towards a BA degree, or you can do as little as
one or two units as part of a degree specialising
in something else, such as Archaeology or

Art History and Theory or Commerce or Law
(Combined BA/LLB students only).

Ancient History units can be combined with
other units in History (which is a separate subject
area) to make up a major in History. Senior level
units in Ancient History run on a cycle, generally
a two-yearly one. Knowledge of an ancient
language (Greek or Latin for example) is not



necessary for a full sequence of undergraduate
units in Ancient History, but it is desirable and, if
you have a particular interest in Ancient History,
you should consider taking an ancient language
among your first year units. Note that you can
still pick up ancient language as senior units via
the units called Reading Greek (GRKA2620/1) or
Reading Latin (LATN2620/1).

Major in Ancient History

To gain a major in Ancient History students must
complete a minimum of 36 senior credit points of
Ancient History. Up to 2 units may be cross-listed
from other senior units offered by Classics and
Ancient History and other departments. Please
check the cross-listed schedule located on the
Faculty of Arts website.

If you wish to do Ancient History honours, you
should have a working knowledge of Greek or
Latin before entering your honours year. The

prerequisites for honours are discussed below.

Classical languages

Students begin classical languages at the
University of Sydney for various reasons,
including a wish to engage first hand with the
cultures of the ancient Greeks and Romans, the
pleasure of learning an entirely new language,
and the appeal of some of the greatest —
certainly the most enduring -- literature ever
written.

It is possible to begin both Latin and Ancient
Greek at University with no prior knowledge,

or to start at a higher level if you have studied
at school or elsewhere before. Please ask us for
advice about the program that will suit you best.

Some students may need to acquire a working
knowledge of Ancient Greek or Latin to assist
their studies in other disciplines; where this is
the case students are advised to take relevant
language units early in their university career.

Greek (Ancient)

The study of Ancient Greek focuses mostly on
Classical Greek, though we also offer coverage of
post-Classical and biblical Greek. Initial emphasis
is placed on mastery of the language, but the
texts we read, even at the elementary stage,
offer a privileged access to Greek literature and
culture. Advanced units provide an opportunity
for more in-depth study of selected areas of
Greek language, literature, history, philosophy,
culture and religion. The elementary units also
provide a secure foundation for those who wish
to read the New Testament.

The department offers a full range of units

in Greek for both the pass and the honours
degrees. GRKA 1600 and GRKA 2620 assume
no previous study of Greek and aim at

providing students with a basic knowledge of
the language. Those who have achieved the
appropriate level of Ancient Greek at the HSC
or equivalent examination will be granted senior
status and be admitted to GRKA 2600. 3600
level units focus on specific literary genres with
a view to their formal and linguistic properties
as well as their literary, cultural, historical and
philosophical contents. These are intended to
prepare students for more advanced work and
are prerequisites for entry into Greek IV honours.

To gain a major in Greek, students must
complete a minimum of 36 senior credit points
of Greek. Up to 2 units may be cross-listed from
other senior units offered by Classics and Ancient
History and other departments. Please check the
cross-listed schedule located on the Faculty of
Arts website.



Latin

Units of study in Latin deal with various aspects
of Roman language and culture. LATN 1600 and
LATN 2620 assume no previous knowledge of
Latin and aim to provide students with a basic
knowledge of the language. Those who have
achieved the appropriate level of Latin at the HSC
or equivalent examination will be granted senior
status and admitted to LATN 2600. Senior units
focus on a variety of literary genres from both
the Republican and Empire periods. Study of the
language is regarded not merely as an end in
itself but as a critical tool for the understanding
of Latin literature, history and society.

To gain a major in Latin, students must complete
a minimum of 36 senior credit points of Latin. Up
to 2 units may be cross-listed from other senior
units offered by Classics and Ancient History and
other departments. Please check the cross-listed
schedule located on the Faculty of Arts website.

Roman civilisation is in many ways indebted to
that of the Greeks. A knowledge of Ancient
Greek is invaluable for studying Latin literature
and Roman culture; so students who are
considering taking honours in Latin and who
have not previously studied Greek, are strongly
encouraged to take at least one year of Greek.

Intending Honours students

The Department of Classics and Ancient
History offers multiple paths to an honours
degree, the choice of which will depend on
each student’s specific interests within the field
of classical studies. Students can pursue an
honours degree in Ancient History, in Latin, in
Greek, or in Classics (both Latin and Greek).
An extra year of studies allows students to
specialise in a particular field and to write a
major piece of research. The honours year can
be the culmination of your study in classical
antiquity or (with appropriate advising from
the honours co-ordinator) can prepare you for
further research in our own or other leading
postgraduate programs. In either case it develops
worthwhile transferable skills in analysis and
critical argumentation.

Qualifications for honours vary from path to
path. If you are considering an honours year

in any one of our four programs, we strongly
recommend that you seek early advice on all

the pathways open to you and the skills you will
need to perform at your best. For Ancient History
our formal prerequisites are a credit or better
average in 48 credit points of senior Ancient
History including ANHS 2612 Historiography
Ancient and Modern (or equivalent). For an
honours year in Latin our formal prerequisites
are a credit or better average in 42 senior credit
points of Latin including two of LATN 3603,
3604, 3605, 3606 plus 6 additional senior credit
points of Greek, Latin, or Ancient History. For

an honours year in Ancient Greek our formal
prerequisites are a credit or better average in 42
senior credit points of Greek including two of
GRKA 3603, 3604, 3605, 3606 plus 6 additional
senior credit points of Greek, Latin, or Ancient
History. For an honours year in Classics, our



formal prerequisites are EITHER credit average in
36 senior credit points of Latin including two of
LATN 3603, 3604, 3605, 3606 plus 18 additional
senior credit points of Greek OR credit average
in 36 senior credit points of Greek including

two of GRKA 3603, 3604, 3605, 3606 plus 18
additional senior credit points of Latin.

Once accepted, students in the honours program
will participate in research seminars and will
complete a thesis. Language students will

also sit an unseen examination. Students who
successfully complete the program are awarded an
honours degree at one of several levels (e.g. First
Class; Second Class, Division One and so forth).

In all cases, the honours co-ordinator can advise
you on acceptable equivalents to our standard
requirements for qualification. Students wishing
to take honours should consult members of

the Classics staff about the prerequisites and
corequisites for honours and what is involved in
an honours course.

Cross-listed units of study

Designated units of study taught by other
departments in the Faculty of Arts may be
counted as part of a major in Ancient History,
Greek (Ancient) or Latin. The list of cross-listed
units is made available each year at
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/current_students/undergrad/
crosslisted.shtml

Postgraduate study

The Faculty of Arts offers a wide range of
coursework and research programs. For more
information please consult the Arts Postgraduate
Prospectus available from the Faculty website at:
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/future_students/
PGcoursework/degrees.shtml

or visit the Classics and Ancient History
Department website at:
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/cah/postgrad/index.shtml

Policy information

For information on School policies regarding
assessment please visit the School website at:
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/school/sophi/

Prizes, scholarships and financial assistance
Information scholarships and financial assistance
can be found at:

on http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/current_students/
scholarships.shtml

Information on the Department’s prizes and
scholarships can be found at:
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/cah/undergrad/
scholarships.shtml




Units of study 2010
Semester 1 Semester 2
ANHS1600  Foundations for Ancient Greece ANHS1601  Foundations for Ancient Rome
ANHS1602  Greek and Roman Myth ANHS2608  The World Turned Upside Down
ANHS2607  Rome 90 BC-AD 14: Making a World City ANHS2613  Ancient Greece and Rome on Film
ANHS2612  Historiography Ancient and Modern ANHS3609  Herodotus and His World
ANHS2614  The Emperor in the Roman World 14-117 AD GRKA1601  Introduction to Ancient Greek 2
GRKA1600  Introduction to Ancient Greek 1 GRKA2601  Intermediate Greek 2
GRKA2600 Intermediate Greek 1 GRKA2621  Reading Greek 2
GRKA2620 Reading Greek 1 GRKA3601  The Language of the Greek Bible
GRKA3600 Advanced Greek GRKA3605  Greek Drama
GRKA3603  Greek Oratory and Historiography LATN1601  Introductory Latin 2
LATN1600  Introductory Latin 1 LATN2601  Intermediate Latin 2
LATN2600  Intermediate Latin 1 LATN2621  Reading Latin 2
LATN2620  Reading Latin 1 LATN3601  Latin Epic 1
LATN3600  Advanced Latin LATN3606  Latin Imperial Prose

LATN3604  Latin Republican Poetry

Summer School Semesters 1 and 2
ANHS2612  Historiography Ancient and Modern Ancient History Honours
Winter School Classics Honours

ANHS1600  Foundations for Ancient Greece
Greek Honours

Latin Honours



Ancient History units of study
Junior units
ANHS 1600 Foundations for Ancient Greece

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 1, Winter
Main Classes: two 1 hour lectures and one 1
hour tutorial per week Prohibitions: ANHS1003
Assessment: Assessable tasks (1000 words),
participation, one 1000 word research exercise
and one 2 hour exam

Delphic oracles, epic stories of heroes, graceful
temples, tales of lust and tyranny - the Greek world
has much to delight and surprise. This unit of study
will introduce you to the study of ancient Greek
history and culture and provides a springboard

for further studies in history, archaeology and
literature. It is informed by a cross-disciplinary
approach that combines a variety of perspectives
to achieve a holistic view of the ancient world.
Textbooks B. Powell and I. Morris. The Greeks:
History, Culture and Society. Prentice Hall 2006.

ANHS 1601 Foundations for Ancient Rome

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Richard Miles Session: Semester 2 Classes: two
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per week

Prohibitions: ANHS1004, ANHS1005 Assessment:

one 500 word exercise, participation, one 1500
word research exercise and one 2 hour exam

From Spain to Turkey, from Britain to Africa,
ancient Rome has left physical and cultural
reminders of its role as ancient superpower. This
unit of study will introduce you to the city of
Rome itself, its turbulent history, its empire and
its vibrant culture. It will provide a springboard
for further studies in history, archaeology and
literature. It is informed by a cross-disciplinary
approach that combines a variety of perspectives
to achieve a holistic view of the ancient

world. Textbooks Kamm A. The Romans: An
Introduction. London. Routledge 2003.

ANHS1602 Greek and Roman Myth

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Prof

Eric Csapo Session: Semester 1 Classes: one 2
hour lecture and one 1 hour tutorial per week
Prohibitions: CLCV1001 Assessment: one 1500
word written assignment, and one 2 hour exam,
assessable tasks (1000 words)

Stories about Greek and Roman gods, heroes,
and monsters occupy an important place in
Western culture. Greco-Roman mythology is the
fount of inspiration for masterpieces of art, music,
and literature. This unit examines these enduring
ancient narratives, symbols, and mythical ideas
in their historical, cultural and religious context.
Learn about the manifold meanings of myth,

its transformations and transgressions, its uses
and abuses from antiquity to the present day.
Textbooks Powell B. Classical Myth, 6th ed.
Prentice Hall 2009.




Ancient History units of study
Senior units

ANHS2607 Rome 90 BC-AD 14: Making a
World City

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Kathryn Welch Session: Semester 1 Classes: one
2 hour lecture and one 1 hour tutorial per week
Prerequisites: 12 junior credit points of Ancient
History or History OR 6 junior credit points of
Ancient History and 6 junior credit points of
either Classical Studies, Latin, Greek (Ancient),
or Archaeology Prohibitions: ANHS2007
Assessment: one 3000 word essay and one
1500 word exam Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

‘For the Romans, the extent of the City is the
world’. So wrote Ovid late in the lifetime of
Augustus. But Rome was not always a world
city. It had to become one. The century in which
the city established itself as the leading urban
centre of the Mediterranean was one marked by
civil wars and social upheaval. We focus in this
unit on the lives and careers of key figures, on
contemporary works of literature and above all
on the physical transformation of Rome into a
world capital.

ANHS2608 The World Turned Upside Down

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr

Lyn Olson Session: Semester 2 Classes: one 2
hour lecture and one 1 hour tutorial per week
Prerequisites: 12 junior credit points of Ancient
History or History or Asian Studies OR 6 junior
Credit points of Ancient History or History or
Asian Studies and 6 junior credit points of

either Classical Studies, Latin, Greek (Ancient),
or Archaeology Prohibitions: HSTY2024
Assessment: one 2500 word essay, one 2.5 hour
exam and tutorial participation

This is the story of the transformation from

the Roman to the medieval European world
¢.AD150-800, told mainly through the words and
artefacts of those who lived the transformation.
We shall focus on three themes: authority
structures, identities and frontiers; and shall test
two propositions: that the Roman underworld
and the barbarian outerworld turned the old
world upside down in the formation of medieval
culture and that this world underwent deep
structural change in the third and seventh
centuries AD.




ANHS2612 Historiography Ancient and
Modern

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Julia Kindt Session: Semester 1, Summer Main
Classes: one 2 hour lecture and one 1 hour
tutorial per week Prerequisites: 12 junior credit
points of Ancient History or History or Asian
Studies OR 6 junior credit points of Ancient
History or History or Asian Studies and 6 junior
credit points of either Classical Studies, Latin,
Greek (Ancient), or Archaeology Prohibitions:
ANHS2691, ANHS2692 Assessment: one 3000
word essay, one 1500 word exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

Greco-Roman historiography remains a central
object of inquiry for students of the ancient
world. This unit examines samples of Greco-
Roman historiography in light of their original
contexts and of modern approaches. Topics
will include: Why did the ancients invent and
how did they exploit literary representations of
the past? What were their methods and their
criteria for ascertaining historical truths? How
was history implicated in Greco-Roman literature
and in Greco-Roman culture? How can modern
historiographical theories illuminate ancient
practices?

ANHS2613 Ancient Greece and Rome on Film

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 2 Classes:
one 2 hour lecture and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: 12 junior credit points

of Ancient History, Classical Studies, Ancient
Greek or History OR 6 junior credit points of
Ancient History and 6 junior Credit points of
either Latin, Greek (Ancient), Classical Studies,
History, Philosophy, Archaeology (Classical) or
Archaeology (Near Eastern) Assessment: one
2000 word essay, one 2 hour exam, and tutorial
participation Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

This unit examines the relationship between
cinematic visions of antiquity and the writing of
ancient history. In particular, it aims to look at
how different schools, ideas, and methodologies
in ancient history are reflected in cinematic
production. Topics to be discussed include the
role of historical consultants in film production,
archaeological remains and the creation of ‘the
antique’, cinema as an alternate site for the
production of ‘ancient history’, and the utility of
filmic metaphors for the practice of history.
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ANHS2614 The Emperor in the Roman World
14-117 AD

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Paul Roche Session: Semester 1 Classes: two
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: 12 junior credit points

of Ancient History, Classical Studies, Ancient
Greek or History OR 6 junior credit points of
Ancient History and 6 junior credit points of
either Latin, Greek (Ancient), Classical Studies,
History, Philosophy, Archaeology (Classical) or
Archaeology (Near Eastern) Assessment: one
2500 word essay, one 2 hour exam and tutorial
participation Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

The first century AD is a fascinating and
important period of tension and negotiation
between the emperor, senate, and people of
Rome. The empire expanded to its physical
apogee, and new avenues of power and arenas
of competition emerged to transform politics.
This unit examines the period 14-117 AD,
comprising the reigns of the Julio-Claudians
(Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero), Flavians
(Vespasian, Titus, Domitian), Nerva, and
Trajan. It will treat politics, court culture, the
imperial family, foreign policy, conspiracy and
propaganda.

ANHS3609 Herodotus and His World

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Julia Kindt Session: Semester 2 Classes: One

2 hour lecture and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: 12 junior credit points of
Ancient History, Classical Studies, Ancient Greek
or History OR 6 junior credit points of Ancient
History and 6 junior credit points of either

Latin, Greek (Ancient), History, or Archaeology
Assessment: one 2000 word essay, one 2000
word take-home exam

Herodotus’ outlook is equally grounded in the
archaic and classical periods. Influenced by
various authors and genres he created something
new and highly original: a work of enormous
scope that blends history, literature, ethnography,
cultural and military history. This unit looks at the
rich and eventful history of the 5th century BC
though the lens of Herodotus’ work. We explore
the different intellectual worlds Herodotus
inhabited and relate them to the world he
created in his Histories.




Greek (Ancient) units of study
Junior units
GRKA1600 Introduction to Ancient Greek 1

Credit points: 6 Session: Semester 1 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prohibitions: GRKA1001, GRKA2611,
GRKA2620 Assessment: weekly assignments
and one 2 hour exam

This unit provides the essential linguistic
foundation to the study of Greek literature,
philosophy, culture, and history. It is meant
for students with no previous acquaintance
with ancient Greek. The unit is valuable for all
students interested in all aspects of European
history, archaeology, language, literature

and philosophy. Textbooks Mastronarde D.
Introduction to Attic Greek. University of
California Press 1993.

GRKA1601 Introduction to Ancient Greek 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Prof
Eric Csapo Session: Semester 2 Classes: three
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour seminar per
week Prerequisites: GRKA1600 or GRKA1001
Prohibitions: GRKA1002, GRKA2612,
GRKA2621 Assessment: weekly assignments
and one 2 hour exam

This unit builds upon the linguistic foundations
provided by GRKA1600. It offers further study
of Greek grammar combined with the reading
of Greek authors in the original. Textbooks
Mastronarde D. Introduction to Attic Greek.
University of California Press 1993

1M

Greek (Ancient) units of study
Senior units
GRKA2600 Intermediate Greek 1

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Sebastiana Nervegna Session: Semester 1

Classes: three 1 hour lectures per week
Prerequisites: HSC Greek or GRKA1601

or GRKA2621 or GRKA2612 or GRKA1002
Prohibitions: GRKA2603 Assessment: weekly
assignments and one 2 hour exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit builds upon the linguistic foundations
provided by GRKA1601 or GRKA2621. It
completes the survey of Greek grammar and
introduces students to the translation and
detailed analysis of extended extracts from
Classical authors.

GRKA2601 Intermediate Greek 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Ms
Frances Muecke Session: Semester 2 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures per week Prerequisites:
GRKA2600 or GRKA2603 Assessment: weekly
assignments and one 2 hour exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit builds on acquired skills in the reading,
translating and writing in Greek. The unit
includes close reading of extended extracts from
classics of Greek prose and poetry.
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GRKA2620 Reading Greek 1

Credit points: 6 Session: Semester 1 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prohibitions: GRKA1600, GRKA1001,
GRKA2611 Assessment: weekly assignments
and one 2 hour exam

This unit is designed for senior students who
wish to begin the study of ancient Greek. It
provides the essential linguistic foundation to the
study of Greek literature, philosophy, culture, and
history. It is meant for students with no previous
acquaintance with ancient Greek. The unit is
valuable for all students interested in all aspects
of European history, archaeology, language,
literature and philosophy. Textbooks Mastronarde
D. Introduction to Attic Greek. University of
California Press 1993.

GRKA2621 Reading Greek 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Prof
Eric Csapo Session: Semester 2 Classes: three
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: GRKA1600 or GRKA2603
or GRKA2611 or GRKA2620 Prohibitions:
GRKA1601, GRKA1002, GRKA2612
Assessment: weekly assignments and one 2
hour exam

This unit is designed for senior students who
wish to continue the study of ancient Greek. It
offers further study of Greek grammar combined
with the reading of Greek authors in the original.
Textbooks Mastronarde D. Introduction to Attic
Greek. University of California Press 1993.

GRKA3600 Advanced Greek

Credit points: 6 Session: Semester 1 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures per week Prerequisites:
GRKA2601 or equivalent Assessment: weekly
assignments and weekly tests Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit offers advanced study and practice in
the literary language of ancient Greek. Particular
emphasis will be given to the appreciation

of Greek prose style through the analysis of
Greek texts and through weekly exercises in
Greek prose composition. Practice in unseen
translation will hone the student’s reading and
comprehension skills in ancient Greek.

GRKA3601 The Language of the Greek Bible

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Peter Brown Session: Semester 2 Classes:

three 1 hour lectures per week Prerequisites:
GRKA2600 or equivalent; OR MGRK2675 and
MGRK2676 Assessment: one 2000 word essay
and 2 hour exam Note: Students wishing to do a
Greek (Ancient) major or honours are advised to
take this unit concurrently with GRKA2601. This
unit is available as a designated ‘Advanced” unit
to students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This is a unit designed for those who have already
completed at least two terms of Greek, whether
Ancient or New Testament.We will focus on
extending grammatical knowledge and syntax, in
addition to reading selections from a number of
important biblical texts. Interpretation as well as
translation will play a major part in the unit.



GRKA3603 Greek Oratory and
Historiography

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Prof
Peter Wilson Session: Semester 1 Classes:

three 1 hour lectures per week Corequisites:
GRKA3600 or equivalent Assessment: one 2000
word essay and 2 hour exam

The histories of Herodotus, Thucydides and
Xenophon and the speeches of Antiphon,
Andocides, Lysias, Isocrates, Demosthenes,
Aeschines, Lycurgus, and Demades are our primary
sources for the political and social history of
Athens and Greece in the fifth and fourth centuries
BC. This unit offers a close reading of historical
and rhetorical texts in the original Greek and a
detailed analysis of the rhetorical and ideological
construction of truth in Classical Athens.

GRKA3605 Greek Drama

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator:

Dr Sebastiana Nervegna Session: Semester

2 Classes: three 1 hour lectures per week
Prerequisites: 18 GRKA credit points at 3000
level Assessment: one 2000 word essay and

2 hour exam Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

The works of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides,
Aristophanes and Menander have a performance
tradition in antiquity of nearly a thousand years
and remain the enduring classics of the modern
theatre. This unit offers a close reading in the
original Greek of one or more Greek plays

and an introduction to the literary, social and
performance contexts of the ancient theatre, its
language and its genres.
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Latin units of study
Junior units
LATN1600 Introductory Latin 1

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr Anne
Rogerson Session: Semester 1 Classes: three 1
hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per week
Prohibitions: LATN1001, LATN2611, LATN2620
Assessment: written assignments, class quizzes
and one 2 hour exam

This unit is designed for beginners, though it

is available to anyone who has not completed
HSC Latin. No previous knowledge of a foreign
language is assumed and all grammatical
concepts encountered will be explained. The unit
aims to introduce the basics of Latin through the
study of elementary grammar and the reading of
easy, mostly made-up, sentences and passages.
Many of the latter are based on ‘real’ Latin texts,
such as Ovid’s Metamorphoses, providing an
introduction to Roman literature.

LATN1601 Introductory Latin 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Paul Roche Session: Semester 2 Classes: three
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: LATN1600 or LATN1001 or
LATN2611 Prohibitions: LATN1002, LATN2612,
LATN2621 Assessment: weekly assignments,
class quizzes and one 2 hour exam

This unit builds on the basic knowledge already
acquired in LATN1600 and introduces further
accidence along with most subordinate clause
types and common constructions. Grammatical
knowledge is reinforced by translation of
sentences from and into Latin, while reading
skills are further developed through the reading
of simple prose and verse texts. The unit provides
both a basis for further Latin study and essential
background for students specialising in subjects
such as Ancient History, Archaeology, Medieval
Studies and Philosophy.
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Latin units of study

Senior units
LATN2600 Intermediate Latin 1

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Assoc
Prof Lindsay Watson Session: Semester 1
Classes: three 1 hour lectures and one 1 hour
tutorial (optional for those who have passed
HSC Latin) per week Prerequisites: HSC Latin
or LATN1601 or LATN2612 or LATN2621 or
LATN1002 Prohibitions: LATN2603, LATN1101
Assessment: written assignments, one 1500
word essay and one 2 hour exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit concentrates on consolidating the basic
knowledge acquired in the first year of Latin or
at school though language study and the close
reading of one or two texts (to be advised on the
department of Classics & Ancient History web
site prior to commencement of lectures). The
texts will also be studied from the viewpoint of
their literary qualities and generic and socio-
historical background.

LATN2601 Intermediate Latin 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Anne Rogerson Session: Semester 2 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures per week Prerequisites:
LATN2600 or LATN1101 Prohibitions: LATN1102
Assessment: written assignments, one 1500
word essay and one 2 hour exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit concentrates on consolidating the
basic knowledge of the Latin language already
acquired though language study and the close
reading of one or two important texts (to be
advised on the department of Classics & Ancient
History web site prior to commencement of
lectures). Acquaintance with Roman literature will
also be expanded through studying these texts
with a view to evaluating their literary aims and
qualities and examining their generic and socio-
historical background.

LATN2620 Reading Latin 1

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr Anne
Rogerson Session: Semester 1 Classes: three 1
hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per week
Prohibitions: LATN1600, LATN1001, LATN2611
Assessment: written assignments, class quizzes
and one 2 hour exam

This unit allows students specialising in areas
such as Ancient History to acquire a knowledge
of basic Latin at senior level. The unit, though
aimed at beginners, is available to anyone who
has not completed HSC Latin. The basics of
Latin will be introduced through the study of
elementary grammar and the reading of easy,
mostly made-up, sentences and passages. Many
of the latter are based on ‘real’ Latin texts,
such as Ovid's Metamorphoses, providing an
introduction to Roman literature.



LATN2621 Reading Latin 2

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Paul Roche Session: Semester 2 Classes: three
1 hour lectures and one 1 hour tutorial per
week Prerequisites: LATN2620 or LATN2611
Prohibitions: LATN1601, LATN1002,
LATN2612 Assessment: written assignments,
class quizzes and one 2 hour exam

This unit builds on the basic knowledge
already acquired in LATN2620 and
introduces further accidence along with

most subordinate clause types and common
constructions. Grammatical knowledge is
reinforced by translation of sentences from
and into Latin, while reading skills are further
developed through the reading of simple
prose and verse texts. The unit provides both
a basis for further Latin study and essential
background for students specialising in
subjects such as Ancient History, Archaeology,
Medieval Studies and Philosophy.

LATN3600 Advanced Latin

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Anne Rogerson Session: Semester 1 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures per week Prerequisites:
LATN2601 or LATN2604 or LATN1102
Prohibitions: LATN3607 Assessment:
written assignments, language exercises and
one 2 hour exam Note: This unit is available
as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students
enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit concentrates on providing students
with the advanced language skills necessary

for the understanding and appreciation of
more difficult Latin authors. These skills will be
fostered both by formal language classes and
by the close reading of Latin texts (to be advised
on the department of Classics & Ancient History
web site prior to commencement of lectures).
Through this reading, students will also gain
familiarity with the style and language of some
important Latin authors.
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LATN3601 Latin Epic 1

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Ms
Frances Muecke Session: Semester 2 Classes:
three 1 hour lectures per week Corequisites:
LATN2601 or LATN1102 Assessment: written
assignments, one 1500 word essay and one

2 hour exam Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

This unit is aimed at students who have taken
introductory Latin and are in their 2nd or 3rd

year of Latin. It is not recommended for students
with HSC Latin who are in their 3rd year. The aim
is to provide familiarity with the style and the
literary and socio-historical background of Ovid’s
Metamorphoses through the reading of passages
selected from the whole epic (to be advised on the
department of Classics & Ancient History web site).

LATN3604 Latin Republican Poetry

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator:

Assoc Prof Lindsay Watson Session: Semester

1 Classes: three 1 hour lectures per week
Corequisites: LATN3600 or LATN3607
Assessment: written assignments and one

2 hour exam Note: This unit is available as a
designated ‘Advanced’ unit to students enrolled
in the BA (Advanced) degree program.

This unit, which concentrates on the poetry

of the Republic, aims to expand students’
knowledge of this period of Roman literature
through a study of one or more important texts
(to be advised on the department of Classics &
Ancient History web site prior to commencement
of lectures). Language skills necessary for the
understanding of the texts will be assumed

and emphasis placed on interpretation, literary
appreciation and the generic and/or historical
background of the texts.
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LATN3606 Latin Imperial Prose

Credit points: 6 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr Paul
Roche Session: Semester 2 Classes: three 1

hour lectures tutorial per week Prerequisites:
LATN3600 or LATN3607 Assessment: written
assignments and one 2 hour exam Note: This unit
is available as a designated ‘Advanced’ unit to
students enrolled in the BA (Advanced) degree
program.

This unit, which concentrates on the prose
literature of the Empire, aims to expand students’
knowledge of this period of Roman literature
through a study of one or more important texts
(to be advised on the department of Classics &
Ancient History web site prior to commencement
of lectures). Language skills necessary for the
understanding of the texts will be assumed

and emphasis placed on interpretation, literary
appreciation and the generic and/or historical
background of the texts.

Honours

Please note that the Department offers
more than one honours program and that
the prerequisites are not identical for

each (see the section entitled ‘Intending
Honours Students’ at the front of this guide).
Students wishing to take honours should
consult members of the department’s staff
about the prerequisites and corequisites for
honours and what is involved in an honours
course.

Ancient History Honours
ANHS4011 Ancient History Honours A

Credit points: 12 Teacher/Coordinator:

Dr Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 1,

Semester 2 Classes: two seminars, each seminar

meeting for 2 hours per week for one semester

Prerequisites: Credit average in 48 credit points

of senior Ancient History including ANHS2612

(or equivalent) Assessment: a thesis of 18,000-

20,000 word and 6,000 words of written work or

its equivalent for each seminar Note: Department

permission required for enrolment.

The Honours program in Ancient History consists of:

1. athesis written under the supervision of one or
more members of academic staff

2. two seminars that meet weekly for two hours
for one semester.

The thesis should be of 18,000-20,000 words

in length. Each seminar requires 6,000 words of

written work or it equivalent. The thesis is worth

50% of the final Honours mark and each of the

seminars is worth 25%. The following seminars

are on offer in 2010:

e Tragedy and Society (Dr Julia Kindt)

e The Mediterranean World 88-49BC (Dr Kathryn
Welch)

For more information, contact Dr Alastair Blanshard,
Honours coordinator.



ANHS4012 Ancient History Honours B
Refer to ANHS4011
ANHS4013 Ancient History Honours C
Refer to ANHS4011
ANHS4014 Ancient History Honours D
Refer to ANHS4011

Seminars

Semester 1
Tragedy and Society
Dr Julia Kindt

What can we learn about Greek culture and
society by examining the tragedies that it
generated? This unit of study seeks to answer this
guestion by exploring the (sometimes problematic)
relationship between the author, his literary
production, and society. While Greek tragedy

tells us little about the ‘hard facts’ of Greek life,

it is a rich source for contemporary ideologies,
critical discourse, and socio-political and religious
reflection. Greek tragedy problematises questions
of justice, morality, gender, and the tension
between individual and society, etc.

Semester 2
The Mediterranean World 88-49 BC
Dr Kathryn Welch

In 88, Mithridates of Pontus organised the
slaughter of thousands of Romans and Italians,
thereby plunging the East in a war with Rome;
in the same year civil war broke out in Rome
itself. We study the crisis in the Mediterranean
world from both ends and to see how each

end was affected by each other. The rich range
of contemporary evidence allows a range of
approaches and opportunities to develop skills in
historical research and analysis.
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Classical Studies Honours
CLSS4011 Classics Honours A

Credit points: 12 Teacher/Coordinator: Dr
Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 1, Semester
2 Classes: two seminars, each seminar meeting for
3 hours per week for one semester Prerequisites:
Either credit average in 36 senior credit points of
Latin, including two of LATN3603, 3604, 3605,
3606 plus 18 additional senior credit points of
Greek OR credit average in 36 senior credit points
of Greek, including two of GRKA3603, 3604,
3605, 3606 plus 18 additional senior credit points
of Latin. Assessment: a thesis of 15,000 words,
6,000 words of written work or its equivalent for
each seminar and one exam Note: Department
permission required for enrolment.
The Honours program in Classics consists of:
1. athesis written under the supervision of one or
more members of academic staff
2. two seminars that meet weekly for three hours
for one semester
3. one unseen exam on either a Greek or a Latin text.
The thesis should be of 15,000 words in length.
Each seminar requires 6,000 words of written
work or equivalent. The thesis is worth 45% of
the final Honours mark, each of the seminars is
worth 22.5% and the unseen exam is worth 10%.
The following seminars are on offer in 2010:

e Greek Oratory and Historiography (Prof Peter
Wilson)

e Greek Drama (Dr Sebastiana Nervegna)

e Latin Republican Poetry (Assoc Prof Lindsay
Watson)

e Latin Imperial Prose (Dr Paul Roche)

For more information, contact Dr Alastair Blanshard,
Honours coordinator.

CLSS4012 Classics Honours B
Refer to CLSS4011
CLSS4013 Classics Honours C
Refer to CLSS4011
CLSS4014 Classics Honours D
Refer to CLSS4011
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Greek (Ancient) Honours
GRKA4011 Greek Honours A

Credit points: 12 Teacher/Coordinator:

Dr Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 1,
Semester 2 Classes: two seminars, each seminar
meeting for 3 hours per week for one semester
Prerequisites: Credit average in 42 senior credit
points of Greek including two of GRKA3603,
3604, 3605, 3606 plus 6 additional senior

credit points of Greek, Latin or Ancient History.
Assessment: a thesis of 15,000 words, 6,000
words of written work or its equivalent for

each seminar and one exam Note: Department
permission required for enrolment.

The Honours program in Greek (Ancient) consists of:

1. athesis written under the supervision of one or
more members of academic staff

2. two seminars that meet weekly for three hours
for one semester

3. one unseen exam on a Greek text.

The thesis should be of 15,000 words in length.
Each seminar requires 6,000 words of written
work or it equivalent. The thesis is worth 45%
of the final Honours mark, each of the seminars
is worth 22.5% and the unseen exam is worth

10%. The followng seminars are on offer in 2010:

e Greek Oratory and Historiography (Prof Peter
Wilson)
e Greek Drama (Dr Sebastiana Nervegna)

For more information, contact Dr Alastair Blanshard,

Honours coordinator.

GRKA4012 Greek Honours B
Refer to GRKA4011
GRKA4013 Greek Honours C
Refer to GRKA4011
GRKA4014 Greek Honours D
Refer to GRKA4011

Latin Honours
LATN4011 Latin Honours A

Credit points: 12 Teacher/Coordinator:

Dr Alastair Blanshard Session: Semester 1,

Semester 2 Classes: two seminars, each seminar

meeting for 3 hours per week for one semester

Prerequisites: Credit average in 42 senior credit

points of Latin including two of LATN3603, 3604,

3605, 3606 plus 6 additional senior credit points

of Greek, Latin or Ancient History. Assessment:

a thesis of 15,000 words, 6,000 words of written

work or its equivalent for each seminar and one

exam Note: Department permission required for

enrolment.

The Honours program in Latin consists of:

1. athesis written under the supervision of one or
more members of academic staff

2. two seminars that meet weekly for three hours

for one semester
3. one unseen exam on a Latin text.

The thesis should be of 15,000 words in length.

Each seminar requires 6,000 words of written

work or it equivalent. The thesis is worth 45%

of the final Honours mark, each of the seminars

is worth 22.5% and the unseen exam is worth

10%. The followng seminars are on offer in 2010:

e Latin Republican Poetry (Assoc Prof Lindsay
Watson)

e Latin Imperial Prose (Dr Paul Roche)

For more information, contact Dr Alastair Blanshard,
Honours coordinator.

LATN4012 Latin Honours B
Refer to LATN4011 254 9.
LATN4013 Latin Honours C
Refer to LATN4011
LATN4014 Latin Honours D
Refer to LATN4011
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Academic staff

Dr Alastair Blanshard ¢ 9036 6018 e alastair.blanshard@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Greek cultural historian
whose research centres on Greek social life, including sexuality, masculinity, law and imperialism.
Professor Eric Csapo ¢ 9351 7078 e eric.csapo@usyd.edu.au ® His expertise is in Greek and Roman
literature and culture, especially Greek and Latin drama; history of the ancient theatre; mythology.

Dr Hyun Jin Kim © 9114 0933 e hyunjin.kim@usyd.edu.au ® Ancient Greek history, historiography and
ethnography; comparative literature of Greece, Rome and China.

Dr Julia Kindt ¢ 9351 6814 e julia.kindt@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Teaches and researches in Greek history,
society and language. Her special expertise is in Greek religion and the role of oracles and divination.
Dr Richard Miles e richard.miles@usyd.edu.au ® Roman, Byzantine and Punic history.

Ms Frances Muecke ¢ 9351 2672 o frances.muecke@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Teaches units in the Greek
and Latin program. Her research interests are humanist scholarship and Rome in the Renaissance.

Dr Sebastiana Nervegna ¢ 9114 0935 e sebastiana.nervegna@usyd.edu.au e Classical reception,
Greek and Roman drama, especially Menander.

Dr Paul Roche ¢ 9351 2564 e paul.roche@arts.usyd.edu.au  Public imagery and political dissent in
the late republic and early principate; Latin epic; Roman political oratory.

Dr Anne Rogerson ¢ 9351 6017 e anne.rogerson@usyd.edu.au e Latin epic and lyric poetry;
childhood in Roman literature; the reception of Vergil.

Assoc Professor Lindsay Watson ¢ 9351 2555 e |indsay.watson@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Teaches Latin,
Greek and a range of areas in Classical Studies whilst writing on Greek and Roman poetry and magic.

Dr Kathryn Welch ¢ 9351 4779 e kathryn.welch@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Political and social transformations
from Republic to Empire; historiography of the Late Republic, Triumviral and early Augustan period; the
interaction of Rome and the Hellenistic world in the first century BC; Roman topography.

Professor Peter Wilson ¢ 9351 3249 e peter.wilson@arts.usyd.edu.au ® Teaches Greek and Classical
Studies. His research interests are in archaic and classical Greek literature and culture, with special
emphasis on Greek theatre, music and political culture.

Academic coordinators

Enquiries relating to Undergraduate study, honours or Postgraduate study should be directed to the
appropriate Academic Coordinator. For futher information please visit
http:/Awww.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/cah/staff/coordinators.shtml
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