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 Department of Gender  and Cultural Studies 
University of Sydney 

 

GCST2611 EVERYDAY CULT URES 
 

Professor Elspeth Probyn 
Ph: 93517389 

Room K4.09, Level 4 
Main Quad 

elspeth.probyn@arts.usyd.edu.au 
 

Lecturer : ShŽ Hawke 
Ph: 0431 310 950 

s.m.hawke@arts.usyd.edu.au  
 

Contact Hours: 1hr  lecture, 1 hr  tutorial 
Lecture: Thurs 1-2 in Teachers College 448 

Tutorials: TBA 
Consultation Times:  by Appointment 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW    
What does everyday culture tell us about ourselves and how might a critical reflection on 
the ordinary and the everyday reveal extraordinary kinds of knowledge? In examining 
how the concept of culture and cultural value has shifted in the wake of Raymond 
Williams' integrated account of culture as "a whole way of life", this course will draw on 
a range of theoretical concepts and methodologies employed in Cultural Studies. These 
critical tools will be used to investigate the ways we form meanings, stereotypes and 
values around particular social practices and identities. 
 
While much of our knowledge about everyday life is Ôtaken for grantedÕ, often considered 
ordinary and banal, one of the central aims of Cultural Studies has been to provide critical 
reflection of everyday processes and experiences. Drawing on the tensions between 
subjective and shared meanings of culture as well as the obvious and illusive aspects of 
the everyday, this unit will explore the rich theoretical and historical terrain informing the 
study of everyday culture. 
 
The course is divided into three blocks: the first block will provide an introduction to the 
ways in which the concept of ÔcultureÓ and the concept of the ÔeverydayÕ have been 
understood in the field of Cultural Studies. In the tutorials in this first block we will 
concentrate on the close reading of texts in preparation for the first assignment. The 



 2 

second block will explore the different approaches and methods used to examine 
everyday culture. Students will be introduced to a range of ethnographic practices 
(participant and non-participant observation, Ôthick descriptionÕ) utilized in the study of 
everyday life. The tutorials in this block will concentrate on group presentations in order 
to refine particular ethnographic skills needed for the final paper.  
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
¥ To provide a broad understanding of issues around the concept of the everyday 
¥ To provide introductory information on, and competency in, a range of research 

methodologies important to the study of everyday culture, including close textual 
analysis and ethnographic observation  

¥ To encourage critical reflection of the course material in relation to contemporary 
issues 

¥ To develop skills in the critical analysis and interpretation of cultural material  
¥ To reflect on the different discourses that emerge in a range of social and cultural 

domains 
¥ To learn the rewards of independent and self-directed learning  
¥ To provide assessment tasks that encourage students to think critically and creatively 

about the objects of everyday culture  
 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
After  completing this subject students should have: 
¥ a competent understanding of the social and intellectual histories informing the study 

of everyday culture. 
¥ furthered critical skills in close reading, analysis and argumentation 
¥ gained knowledge of a range of research methods used in the field of Cultural 

Studies 
¥ enhanced ability to critically read Òeveryday cultureÓ 
¥ extended ability to apply knowledge of the subject to contemporary issues 
 
READINGS: 
A Reader with the required readings for each week of the course can be purchased 
from the University Copy Centre. A copy is also available in Fisher  Special Reserve.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
1) Cr itical/Close Reading Assignment (1000 words)(20%) 
2) In class quizz (15%) 
3) Wr itten Essay/ Photo Essay (2000/15000words)  (40%) 
4) Lecture and Tutorial Attendance and Participation (15%) 
 
All Assignments are to be handed into the SOPHI Office with the appropr iate 
cover  sheet. 
 
a) Cr itical/Close Reading Assignment (1000words)  Due: Thursday March 20th 

at the SOPHI office by 5pm. 
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Students will be required to summarize and critically analyze Raymond WilliamsÕ essay, 
ÒCulture is ordinaryÓ. This assessment is designed to gauge your ability to read and 
succinctly summarize the key points of an argument as well as to analyze its strengths 
and weaknesses. A more detailed guide to this assessment will be handed out in the 
lecture. 
 
2) In class quiz (1500-2000 words) Due: May 1st 
The quiz will require you to have reflected on the key principles and arguments of the 
readings and lectures up to week 8 (May 1st). 
 
3) Wr itten Essay (3000 w);  Photo Essay (2000 w plus images) Due: Tuesday 10th 
June at the SOPHI Office by 5pm. 
Students may choose to do either a written essay or a Photo essay for the final piece of 
assessment.  The essay topic must be developed in consultation with the course lecturer 
and can be on any aspect of the course. Either choice must be commenced early in the 
course Ð this is NOT the type of work you can do overnight! 
 
4) Lecture and Tutorial Attendance 
It is compulsory for students to attend lectures and tutorials. There will be occasional 
short pop quizzes in the tutorials about the weekÕs material, which will go towards your 
participation mark. There will be group work in the tutorials with exercises designed to 
build on the knowledge you have acquired in lectures and weekly readings. You will also 
be required to watch films and/or documentaries in your own time in the library as part of 
the course. The tutorials and the lectures will provide you with the opportunity to fully 
engage with what you have learnt and it is important to make the most of these by:  
a) coming to lectures and tutorials fully prepared which means having done the 

readings (the course will not make much sense if you do not keep up to speed 
with your weekly readings).  

b) having a list of questions or points on what you find interesting or difficult in the 
readings 

c) some reflective points on how you think each weekÕs mater ial is linked to the 
course as a whole. 

 

Block One: Studying Everyday Culture 
 
Week One (March 6): What is Culture? Guest Lecture: Prof E. Probyn 
Critical of prevailing definitions that sought to establish a universal and timeless set of 
values about culture, Raymond Williams defined culture Òas a whole way of lifeÓ, 
suggesting that that the study of culture should focus on the intricacies of communal life 
and the social conflicts that inform them. Drawing on WilliamsÕ work, we will examine 
the different meanings and uses of the word ÔcultureÕ. 
Readings 
*ÒCultureÓ, Raymond Williams, Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society, 
London: Fontana Paperbacks, 1983.  
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*ÒCultureÓ, Tony Bennett, Lawrence Grossberg & Meaghan Morris (eds) New Keywords: 
A Revised Vocabulary of Culture and Society, Malden: Blackwell, 2005. 
 
Week Two (March 13): Everyday Ordinary Culture Prof E. Probyn 
The idea that culture is ordinary, in WilliamsÕ phrase, constituted an important break 
within traditions, which divided high culture from low or folk culture. In many ways, this 
was the moment when everyday culture took on new theoretical and political meanings. 
In this lecture we will closely consider WilliamsÕ essay in conjunction with what types of 
theoretical interventions it allows. For instance, if culture is ordinary then we need to 
think about forms of experience and how these are mobilized within cultural studies.  
Readings: 
*Raymond Williams, ÒCulture is OrdinaryÓ in Anne Gray and Jim McGuigan (eds) 
Studying Culture: An Introductory Reader, London: Arnold, 1993. 
*Elspeth Probyn, Sexing the Self : Gendered Positions in Cultural Studies, New York and 
London: Routledge, 1993. Chapter 1.  
 
 
Week Three (March 20): Everyday Feelings [close reading assignment due] 
 
 
 
 
 
*A rlie Hochschild, ÔExploring the Managed HeartÕ, in her The Managed Heart: 
Commercialization of Human Feeling, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003  
Ben Highmore, ÒFiguring the EverydayÓ in Everyday Life and Cultural Theory: An 
Introduction, New York and London: Routledge, 2002. 
Suggested: Elspeth Probyn ÒThinking Habits and the Ordering of LifeÓ in Ordinary 
Lifestyles, David Bell & Joanne Hollows (eds) Berkshire: Open University Press, 2005.  
 
Week Four Fr id ay  2 7  M ar ch :  East er / m i d - sem est e r  b r eak  
 
Week Five (Apr il 3):  Michel de Certeau, ÔThe Practice of Everyday LifeÕ 
Michel de Certeau (1925-1986) was a brilliant and eclectic thinker: a Jesuit priest, 
philosopher and historian, his work is used within cultural studies to analyse forms of 
everyday resistance performed by ordinary people. His formative experiences with the 
poor in Latin America may have contributed to an acute desire to account for the ways in 
which individuals routinely attempt to turn around forms of control imposed by the 
powerful. 
Readings:  
*Michel de Certeau, ÒÕMaking DoÕ: Uses and TacticsÓ and ÒWalking in the CityÓ in The 
Practice of Everyday Life. Trans. Steven Rendell. University of California Press, 1988. 
First published in 1974.  
*Ben Highmore, ÒMichel de CerteauÕs Poetics of Everyday LifeÓ in Everyday Lie and 
Cultural Theory, London and New York: Routledge, 2006.  
Fur ther  Reading:  

As we saw from last week, the concept of ordinary culture allows for different speaking 
positions Ð for ways of speaking the self within theory. In this class we explore the 
questions of emotions and feelings, both as an everyday fact of life and as a resource for 
representing and thinking about it. 
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Michel de Certeau: Analysing Culture, London and New York: Continuum, 2006. 
Henri Lefebvre, ÒWork and Leisure in Everyday LifeÓ and Ò Some Overviews on the 
Modern WorldÓ in Critique of Everyday Life, Vol. 1, London and New York: Verso, 
1991, Pp.29- 51. First published in 1958. 
 
Week six (Apr il 17): Observing Others: Thick Descr iption 
If Certeau inspires us to walk the city differently, to take into account the idiosyncrasies 
of western metropolitan everyday life, the noted American anthropologist takes us into 
the field to instruct us in the method of thick description. Extending ethnography (or the 
ÔwritingÕ Ð graphy Ð of the ÔgroupÕ Ð ethnos) Geertz looks to the many symbolic 
meanings that everyday gestures convey. In this class we will explore the strengths and 
weaknesses of various ethnographic methods as well as the importance of Òthick 
descriptionÓ (how an object of analysis may have different frames of interpretation) in 
ethnographic research and writing. 
  
Readings: 
Clifford Geertz, ÒThick Description: Toward and Interpretive Theory of CultureÓ in The 
Interpretation of Cultures, New York: Basic Books, 1973. 
Fur ther  Reading: 
Toby Miller and Alec McHoul, Popular Culture and Everyday Life, London: Sage, 1998. 
Martyn Hammersley and Paul Atkinson, Ethnography: Principles in Practice, London 
and New York: Routledge, 1995. 
Eric Livingston, Making Sense of Ethnomethodology, New York and London: Routledge, 
1987. 
 
 

Block TWO: Case studies in Everyday Culture 
 
 
Week Seven (Apr il 24):: McJobs & Emotional Labour 
Many if not most of us have at one point or another worked in what now come to be 
termed ÔMcJobsÕ: often boring work where we are paid badly to smile. In this week we 
turn back to Arlie HochschildÕs ideas about emotional labour: receiving a wage in 
exchange for oneÕs emotional investment. HochschildÕs study focused on airline 
attendants but we will turn to the fast food industry to consider the different forms of 
performance required in restaurant work. 
Readings: 
*Phil Crang, 1994 Ò ÔItÕs Showtime!Õ On the workplace geographies of display in a 
restaurant in South East EnglandÓ, in Ash Amin and Nigel Thrift (eds) The Blackwell 
Cultural Economy Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004. 
*Diane Seymour, ÔEmotional Labour: a comparison between fast food and 
traditional service workÕ, in International Journal of Hospitality Management. 
19:2, 2000, Pp.159-171.  
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suggested: Elspeth Probyn ÔEating for a Living: A Rhizo-ethology of BodiesÕ in Cultural 
Bodies: ethnography and theory, Helen Thomas and Jamilah Ahmed (eds) Malden: 
Blackwell 2004, pp. 215-240. 
 
Week Eight (May 1): IN CLASS QUIZZ 
 
 
Week Nine (May 8): Follow the Burger  
From flipping burgers, this week we use the hamburger as a way to study glocal modes of 
everyday consumption.  Beng Huat Chua considers what McDonalds reveals about the 
everyday changing habits of Singaporeans, and Murdoch and Miele consider more 
broadly how food interconnects us with culture and the economy. 
Readings:  
Chua, Beng Huat, ÔSingaporeans Ingesting McDonaldÕsÕ, in Chua (ed), Consumption in 
Asia: Lifestyles and Identities. London: Routledge, 2000. 
*Jonathan Murdoch and Mara Miele, ÔCulinary Networks and Cultural Connections: A 
Conventions PerspectiveÕ, in Ash Amin and Nigel Thrift (eds) The Blackwell Cultural 
Economy Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004. 
Screening: Fast Food Nation 
Fur ther  Reading: 
Elspeth Probyn, ÔMc-Identities: Food and the Familial CitizenÕ, Theory, Culture & 
Society, 15:2, pp 155-173, 1998. 
 
 
Week Ten (May 15): Home Work 
For many theoretically and experientially the home is the site of the everyday. Of course 
its rituals are deeply gendered and classed. Elizabeth SilvaÕs article continues with the 
idea of emotional labour, this time examining the emotional capital associated with 
renovating a kitchen. Daniel Miller, one of the leading anthropologists of consumption, 
takes us food shopping, and reveals how love and emotion motivate this most banal and 
everyday of practices. 
Reading: 
*Elizabeth B. Silva, ÔGender, Class, Emotional Capital and Consumption in Family LifeÕ, 
in E. Casey & L. Martens (eds.) Gender and Consumption: Domestic Cultures and the 
Commercialisation of Everyday Life. London: Ashgate, 2007. 
*Daniel Miller, ÒMaking Love in the SupermarketÓ in A Theory of Shopping, Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 1998. 
Fur ther  Reading: 
Toby Miller and Alec McHoul, Popular Culture and Everyday Life, London: Sage, 1998. 
Martyn Hammersley and Paul Atkinson, Ethnography: Principles in Practice, London 
and New York: Routledge, 1995. 
 
Week Eleven (May 22) Everyday Ethics 
Increasingly it is in the sphere of their everyday lives that people attempt to effect 
change. While the politics of identity and the hard and fast division between Ôleft; and 
ÔrightÕ seem to no longer hold, individuals and groups are turning to small ways of trying 
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to be ethical. In this class we examine arguments for ethical consumption through such 
small scale and everyday practices as growing their own vegetables or sourcing them 
locally. In ParkinsÕ article, she looks at how the slow food movement started in Italy has 
implications for practices of slow living as well. We shall also examine how far these 
movements extend beyond the middle-classes. WatsonÕs project on studying markets 
provides some clear methodological direction. 
*Craig J. Thompson and Gocken Coskuner-Balli, ÔEnchanting ethical consumption: The 
Case of Community Supported AgricultureÕ, J of Consumer Culture, 7:3, pp 275-304, 
2007. 
*Wendy Parkins, ÔOut of Time: fast subjects and slow livingÕ, Time & Society 13:2/4, pp 
363-382, 2004. 
*Sophie Watson, Markets as sites for social interaction: ÔMarkets in contextÕ, and 
ÔMarkets as sites for social interactionÕ, Open University Press, 2006. 
Screening: Mondovino.  
Further reading: Barbara Kingsolver, Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: our year of eating 
seasonally. London: farber &faber, 2007 (A very interesting read from a best-selling 
novelist recounting her familyÕs decision to become ÔlocavoresÕ, eg to source all their 
food within a 100 mile radius) 
 
Week Twelve (May 29): Global Food Guest Lecture: Prof E Probyn 
From local gardens in this class we move out to the global. Wilk makes us think about the 
how we are connected to others through the food items we buy. Ram considers the battle 
between indigenized products and global brands. 
Readings: 
*Richard Wilk, ÔThe Global SupermarketÕ, in his Home Cooking in the Global Village. 
Oxford: Berg, 2006.  
*Uri Ram, ÔLiquid identities: Mecca Cola versus Coca-ColaÕ, European J of Cultural 
Studies, 10:4, pp 465-484, 2007. 
Screening:  
Fur ther  Reading: 
Andrew Simms, Tescopoly: how one shop came out on top and why it matters. London: 
Constable & Robinson, 2007. (A fascinating non-academic critique of Tescos, the largest 
UK supermarket and top ten worldwide) 
 
WEEK Thir teen (June 5) Conclusions NO TUTORIALS 
 
Brainstorming projects 
We will use this class to collectively brainstorm your projects.  
       
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 
Academic honesty is a core value of the University of Sydney and the Department of 
Gender and Cultural Studies encourages critical analysis and independent written work.  
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As part of the School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry (SOPHI) the department is 
committed to the principles of academic honesty as set out in the Academic Board policy 
on Academic Honesty in Coursework. Students have a responsibility to familiarise 
themselves with these principles. 
 
In accordance with Academic Board policy, the SchoolÕs definition of academic 
dishonesty includes but is not limited to: 
 
    * plagiarism: for full details see below; 
    * recycling: the submission for assessment of oneÕs own work, or of work which is 
substantially the same, which has previously been counted towards the satisfactory 
completion of another unit of study, and credited towards the satisfactory completion of 
another unit of study, and credited towards a university degree, and where the examiner 
has not been informed that the student has already received credit for that work; 
    * fabrication of data; 
    * the engagement of another person to complete an assessment or examination in place 
of the student, whether for payment or otherwise; 
    * communication, whether by speaking or some other means, to other candidates 
during an examination; 
    * bringing into an examination and concealing forbidden material such as textbooks, 
notes, calculators or computers; 
    * attempts to read other studentÕs work during an examination; and/or 
    * writing an examination or test paper, or consulting with another person about the 
examination or test, outside the confines of the examination room without permission. 
 
In suspected cases of academic dishonesty, students may be counselled or the matter may 
be referred to the Head of School. 
 
 Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the theft of intellectual property. The School of Philosophical and Historical 
Inquiry is opposed to and will not tolerate plagiarism. Students have a responsibility to 
understand the full details of the Academic Board policies on Academic Honesty in 
Coursework and Student Plagiarism: Coursework Policy and Procedure. 
 
All students are required to include a signed statement of compliance with work 
submitted for assessment, presentation or publication certifying that no part of the work 
constitutes a breach of the UniversityÕs policy on plagiarism. This statement of 
compliance is printed on all assignment/essay cover sheets and written work will not be 
marked if the compliance statement is unsigned. 
 
In accordance with Academic Board policy, the School defines plagiarism as presenting 
another personÕs work (ideas, findings or written and/or published material) as oneÕs own 
by presenting, copying or reproducing the work without acknowledgment of the source. 
Common forms of plagiarism include but are not limited to: 
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    * presenting written work that contains sentences, paragraphs or longer extracts from 
published work without attribution of the source; 
    * presenting written work that reproduces significant portions of the work of another 
student; and/or 
    * using the structure of another personÕs argument, even if the wording is changed. 
 
Legitimate cooperation between students is permitted and encouraged but students should 
be aware of the difference between cooperation and collusion. Discussion of general 
themes and concepts is allowed but students are not permitted to read each otherÕs work 
prior to submission or cooperate so closely that they are jointly selecting quotes, planning 
essay structure or copying each otherÕs ideas. 
 
 
POLICY ON LATE WORK 
Late submission and extensions 
Essays and assignments not submitted on or before the due date are subject to penalty. 
Late work is penalised at the rate of 2% of the full marks of the assignment per weekday 
late and 2% of the full marks of the assignment per weekend late. The maximum penalty 
for any assessment will be 100%. 
 
Only coordinators, either of individual units or of the junior and/or senior curricula have 
the authority to grant extensions. Extensions will not be granted for pressures of outside 
work or competing academic commitments. Requests for extension must normally be 
submitted in writing to the unit coordinator on or before the due date. Where 
circumstances of illness or misadventure prevent submission of a request for extension 
before the due date, students may apply for special consideration through the Faculty of 
Arts office. 
 
Late essays or assignments will not be accepted (except where applications for special 
consideration are lodged) beyond the designated return date for the relevant written work. 
In cases where documented misadventure or serious illness prevents students from 
submitting work before the designated return date an alternative assessment task may be 
set. 
 
SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
All written work should be handed in to the SOPHI office with an approved cover sheet 
attached to the front of the work unless otherwise stated by your lecturer/tutor. Students 

 are advised to keep a copy of all written work submitted.   
 
The Department has its own Style Guide which is available on the Departmental 
homepage as well as on WebCT. Please read this document and use it as a guide for all 
pieces of written work submitted for assessment.   
 
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS  
As part of the School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry, the Department of Gender 
and Cultural Studies requires satisfactory class attendance as part of participation in a 
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unit of study. Attendance below 80% of tutorials/seminars without wr itten evidence 
of illness or misadventure will be penalised with loss of marks; attendance at less 
than 50% of tutorials/seminars, regardless of the reasons for the absences, will 
result in the student being deemed not to have fulfilled requirements for the unit of 
study. The University does not recognise employment as excusing unsatisfactory 
performance, nor are timetable clashes a valid excuse. Students should not take a unit of 
study unless they can meet the above attendance requirement. 
 
LEARNING ASSISTANCE 
Students experiencing difficulties with their written expression, including essay writing 
style or structure can seek assistance from the Learning Centre, which runs workshops on 
a range of subjects including study skills, academic reading and writing, oral 
communication, and examination skills. The centre offers programs specifically designed 
for students from a non-English speaking background. The Learning Centre is located on 
Level 7 of the Education Building A35 (beside Manning House); contact them on 9351 
3853 or email lc@stuserv.usyd.edu.au. For further information visit the Learning Centre 
website at http://www.usyd.edu.au/stuserv/learning_centre. 
 
Online learning assistance is available via the Wr ite Site, which offers modules on 
grammar, sources and structure to help students develop their academic and professional 
writing skills. Each module provides descriptions of common problems in academic and 
professional writing and strategies for addressing them. Students can view samples of 
good writing and also do some practice activities in error correction. For further 
information visit the Write Site at http://writesite.elearn.usyd.edu.au. 
 
Learning assistance is also available to Indigenous Australian students via the Koori 
Centre and includes academic skills group workshops covering topics such as 
concentration strategies, writing for specific disciplines, time management, research and 
reading strategies, academic writing styles and referencing. The Koori Centre is located 
on Level 2 of Old Teachers College A22; contact 9351 2046 or 1800 622 742 (toll free) 
or email koori@koori.usyd.edu.au. For further information visit the Koori Centre website 
at http://www.koori.usyd.edu.au 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION: ILLNESS OR MISADVENTURE  
 
The School of Philosophical and Historical Inquiry assesses student requests for special 
consideration in accordance with the principles set out in Part 5 of the Academic Board 
policy on Assessment and Examination of Coursework. Students intending to submit an 
application for special consideration should make themselves familiar with the full details 
of this policy. 
 
Generally, serious illness or misadventure will be taken into account when considering a 
student's academic performance in a course or units of study. There is, however, a clear 
distinction between longstanding illness or difficulties which prevent students from 
attending classes or completing required work or which seriously interfere with their 
capacity to study for long periods and short-term illness or misadventure that may 
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prevent an otherwise well-prepared student from sitting for an examination or completing 
a particular assessment. 
 
Students who, because of serious illness or misadventure, are prevented from attending 
classes for prolonged periods should seek an interview with the Head of School. Even if 
they do not exceed the specified permitted period of absence, they may need to consider 
whether their best academic interests are served by discontinuing with permission from 
the course until they are able to resume their studies effectively. 
 
It should be noted that only well-attested serious illness or misadventure during a 
semester or occurring at the time of an examination will warrant special consideration for 
academic performance. Occasional brief or trivial illness would not normally be regarded 
as sufficient to explain an absence or a poor performance and students are discouraged 
from submitting certificates for absences totalling less than one week, although 
frequently recurrent short absences would need documentation. 
 
To apply for special consideration students need to: 
 
   1. Obtain a special consideration form from the Faculty of Ar ts office, Faculty of 
Ar ts website or the Student Centre. 
   2. Complete the special consideration form: 
 
    * For consideration due to ser ious illness - have a registered medical practitioner 
or counsellor complete the Professional Practitioners Certificate. 
    * For consideration due to misadventure attach appropr iate documentation (e.g. 
police report). 
 
   3. Make the appropr iate number of copies - one copy per  assessment for which 
special consideration is sought. 
   4. Lodge the original of this form with the Faculty office. 
   5. Lodge a stamped copy of the form with each School office. 
 
Applications must be received no less than one week from the end of the period for which 
consideration is sought (i.e. within one week of the date of the assessment). Students 
must retain their stamped receipt. Students will be notified of the academic judgement 
concerning their special consideration application by the relevant unit coordinator. 
 
 
GRADE INTERPRETATION 
Please see the SOPHI website at: 
http:/ / www.arts.usyd.edu.au/ school/ sophi/ pointerpretat ion.html 
 
 
POLICY ON APPEALS  
If you are unhappy with a grade, you should first speak to the person who marked your 
work. Appeals against academic judgements or grading decisions can be made either to 
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the Unit of Study Co-ordinator, or to the Chair of Department. Appeals may be made 
informally or in writing. An appeal against a grading decision or a request that work be 
remarked must be made within six months of the release of results for the unit of study, 
except in exceptional circumstances. 
 


