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Tutor     Dr Burkhard Jaehnicke 
     Brennan-MacCallum Building Room 820 
     Email: burkhard.jaehnicke@usyd.edu.au 
 
 
Lectures    Monday and Wednesday, 10-11 am 
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Tutorials    See University timetable website 
 
 
This unit will examine the continuities and disjunctures in French political and 
social life and the cultural manifestations of both since the mid-nineteenth 
century. The unit will also highlight contemporary and historical debates about 
the key events in French history, and examine both the private and public life 
of French men and women in the family, the region and in their dealings with 
the state. 
 

Goals and learning outcomes 
 

- to provide you with an understanding of modern French history 
- to familiarise you with debates round and interpretations of major 

developments in French history 
- to help you understand the historical context of contemporary issues 
- to provide an opportunity to develop specific knowledge on the topic of 

a research essay 
- to help you improve skills at research, interpretation and presentation 
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Assessment 
 
Participation in tutorials – 20% of final result 
 
ÔThe Department of History requires satisfactory class attendance as part of 
participation in a unit of study. Attendance below 80% of the tutorials without 
written evidence of illness or misadventure will be penalized with loss of 
marks; attendance at less than 50% of the tutorials, regardless of the reasons for 
the absences, will result in the student being deemed not to have participated in 
the unit of study.Õ 
 
There is no specific tutorial presentation.  However, all students are expected to 
read the appropriate materials and attend lectures before the tutorial, and to 
take an active part in the tutorial discussion.  The tutor may occasionally set 
specific additional assignments or readings, and these must be completed.  The 
tutorial participation mark will be an overall assessment of your active 
participation in and contribution to the tutorials, as well as your satisfactory 
completion of assigned tasks. 
 
Essay –  45% of final result – Due on Wednesday, 24 September 
 
One 2500 word essay due by 4 pm on Wednesday, 24 September.  The 
essay should be submitted to the SOPHI Office, and must include a signed 
original Ôanti-plagiarismÕ cover sheet.  Emailed and faxed essays, and those 
without the cover sheet, will not be accepted.  
 
Topics for the essay will be distributed, and the assignment will be discussed.  
Note that you are expected to do a substantial amount of independent research 
for this work, using scholarly sources that are suggested, but also other 
scholarly materials that you have located yourself.   
 
Exam – 35% of final result – as scheduled by Examinations Office 
 
There will be an in-class two-hour examination during the examination period.  
Further information will be announced during the semester.  Please remember 
that you should not schedule to leave Sydney before the end of the examination 
period – the date of the examination will not be announced by University 
authorities into well into the semester, and it will not be possible to sit the 
exam earlier than the day on which it is scheduled. 
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Department policies 

 
All students should review the DepartmentÕs policy on academic honesty, 
which is available on-line.  You are considered to be fully familiar with this 
policy. 
 
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/history/undergrad/need_to_know/honesty.
shtml 
 
The DepartmentÕs website also provides other useful information on 
interpretation of grades and general teaching philosophy, as well as the 
following policies on extensions and appeals, and on penalties for late work. 
 
 
Extensions and appeals 
 
ÔExtensions for the date of submission of essays or other written work are 
given only in exceptional circumstances of illness, misadventure or other 
serious problems which make it impossible for a student to complete an 
assignment by the due date. It is the responsibility of each student to plan his or 
her work for the semester so as to be able to complete all assignments - the fact 
that several pieces of written work for different units are due within a short 
period is not a valid excuse for the granting of an extension. 
 
ÔStudents are also expected to plan their study, employment and extracurricular 
activities so that they are able to submit university work by the due date. 
Private commitments are generally not grounds for extensions, although 
allowance may be made for such activities as sporting or other competitions in 
which a student is involved. 
 
ÔApplications for extensions must be made in writing (or by e-mail) to the 
lecturer in charge of the course on or before the deadline for submission. They 
should include an explanation of the reason for the request, and students should 
be able to provide suitable documentation (such as a medical certificate) on 
request.Õ 
 
Penalties for late work  
 
ÔLate work (submitted without an extension) is subject to penalty. The same 
penalty is applied in all units taught in SOPHI: Late work is penalised at the 
rate of 2% of the full marks of the assignment per weekday late and 2% of the 
full marks of the assignment per weekend late. The maximum penalty for any 
assessment will be 100%.Õ 
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Readings 
 

 
There is no assigned textbook.  It is strongly suggested, however, that you read 
appropriate chapters in one of the following general narratives; the ones marked with 
an asterisk are in Fisher Reserve.  For purposes of the tutorials, assignments and 
examination, it is considered that you will acquire a thorough general knowledge of 
the topics in French history being considered and become familiar with the general 
outline of French history since 1870. 
 
*M aurice Agulhon, The French Republic, 1879-1962 
Fran•ois Furet, Revolutionary France, 1770-1880 
Robert Gildea, France since 1945 
Rod Kedward, La Vie en bleu: France and the French since 1900 
James F. McMillan, Dreyfus to de Gaulle: Politics and Society in France, 1898-1969  
Roger Magraw, France, 1815-1914: The Bourgeois Century 
D.L.L. Parry, France since 1800 
*Peter McPhee, A Social History of France, 1789-1914 
*Jeremy Popkin, A History of Modern France 
*Charles Sowerwine, France since 1870 
*Robert Tombs, France, 1814-1914 
 
There are countless other volumes on various periods and themes in French history.  
Try to locate and read materials appropriate to your background and area of interest.  
Make sure to read reliable, scholarly and up-to-date works Ð if you have any 
questions, ask the lecturer or tutor. 
 
Specific readings for the tutorials will be available in a reading brick, which can be 
purchased from the University Copy Centre.  You should read all of the assigned 
readings for each tutorial before the tutorial meeting, and it is strongly suggested that 
you do some further background reading.  Your mark for tutorial participation will 
reflect your preparation. 
 
 

Lecture Programme 
 

The lectures will be presented by Professor Aldrich.  They will be taped and made 
available on Sydney e-Learning.  Please note that the lectures will only be placed on 
the web at the end of each week; please note, too, that not all outlines and visuals 
from the unit will be placed on the web.  As is always the case, there may 
occasionally be delays or problems with the recordings, and the lecturer cannot 
guarantee that every lecture will be available. 
 
There will be twelve weeks of lectures.  Note that the unit concentrates on six 
particular themes and time periods in modern French history. 
 
 
     The French Revolution and its legacy 
Monday, 28 July   Introduction 
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Wednesday, 30 July   From ancien régime to Revolution 
 
Monday, 4 August   NapoleonÕs France 
Wednesday, 6 August   The shape of nineteenth-century politics 
     

French Society in the Early Third Republic  
Monday, 11 August   The Commune, the Republic and French society 
Wednesday, 13 August  Urban life and culture 
 
Monday, 18 August   The peasantry and peasant culture 
Wednesday, 20 August Gender and sexuality [Last day to sign up for 

essay topics] 
 

France Politics and Culture in the Fin-de-
Siècle and Belle Epoque 

Monday, 25 August   The fin-de-siècle 
Wednesday, 27 August  The Dreyfus affair and its aftermath 
 
Monday, 1 September   Avant-garde culture 
Wednesday, 3 September  The 1900s in France 
 

France Abroad: International and Colonial 
Questions 

Monday, 8 September   France in the world 
Wednesday, 10 September  La plus grande France 
 
Monday, 15 September  Colonial culture in France 
Wednesday, 17 September  From Fashoda to the Somme 
  
     France at War: 1940-1962 
Monday, 22 September  Post-war, inter-war, pre-war 
Wednesday, 24 September  The Second World War [Essays due] 
 
Week of 29 September Ð Non-teaching week 
 
Monday, 6 October Ð Labour Day: No lecture 
Wednesday, 8 October  The Indochinese and Algerian Wars 
 

Contemporary France: The Heritage of the 
Past 

Monday, 13 October   The Fifth Republic, de Gaulle and 1968 
Wednesday, 15 October  France in recent times: plus ça change? 
 
Monday, 20 October   Coming to terms with the past? 
Wednesday, 22 October  Conclusion 
 
 
Lectures will conclude on 22 October; there will be no lectures during the week of 27 
October.  
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Tutorial Programme 
 

All tutorials will be taken by Dr Jaehnicke.  There will be ten weeks of tutorial in the 
semester.  You should do all of the reading assigned before the tutorial, as well as 
some supplementary reading of your choosing, and be prepared to discuss the theme 
and readings. 
 
 
Week of 28 July             

  NO TUTORIALS 
 
 
Week of 4 August              

INTRODUCTION  
 
     ÔSo Frenchy, so chicÕ? 
    Stereotypes about France and the French 
 
Week of 11 August           

NAPOLEON 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Dwyer, Philip G., ÔNapoleon Bonaparte as Hero and Saviour: Image, Rhetoric and 
Behaviour in the Construction of a LegendÕ, French History 18, no. 4 (2004): pp. 379-
403. 
Hazareesingh, Sudhir, The Saint-Napoleon: Celebrations of Sovereignty in Nineteenth-
Century France (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2004), ch. 3 [Proud to 
Be French]. 
Hazareesingh, Sudhir, The Legend of Napoleon (London: Granta, 2004), ch. 
Conclusion: The Legend Lives On. 
 
 
Week of 18 August          

 PARIS 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Jones, Colin, Paris: Biography of a City (London: Penguin, 2006), ch. 9 
[Haussmannism and the City of Modernity (1851-89)]. 
 
Barthes, Roland, A Barthes Reader, Susan Sontag, ed., (New York: Hill and Wang, 
1982), [The Eiffel Tower]. 
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SIGN UP FOR YOUR ESSAY TOPIC ON WEDNESDAY, 20 
AUGUST!! 
(burkhard.jaehnicke@usyd.edu.au) 

 
 
Week of 25 August           

 GENDER 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Heywood, Colin, ÔInnocence and Experience: Sexuality among young people in 
modern France, c. 1750-1950, French History 21, no. 1 (2007): pp. 44-64. 
 
Foley, Susan K., Women in France since 1789: The Meanings of Difference  
(Houndmills: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004), ch. 6 [ÔNew WomenÕ in the Era of the 
Great War, 1890s-1920s]. 
 
 
Week of 1 September       

 AVANT-GARDE FRANCE 
 
REQUIRED READING 
 
Hall, Peter, Cities in Civilization: Culture, Innovation, and Urban Order  
(London: Phoenix, 1999, ch. 6 [The Capital of Light: Paris 1870-1910]. 
 
Kinsman, Jane, ÔInventing Intimacy: The NabisÕ, in Paris in the Late 19th Century, 
Exhibition Catalogue, Published on the occasion of the Exhibition held at the National 
Gallery of Australia, Canberra, 30 November 1996 - 23 February 1997 (Canberra: 
National Gallery of Australia [distributed by Thames and Hudson], 1996), pp. 90-107. 

 
 

 
Week of 8 September      

SPORT AND FRENCH SOCIETY 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Tumblety, Joan, ÔThe Soccer World Cup of 1938: Politics, Spectacles, and la Culture 
Physique in Interwar FranceÕ, French Historical Studies 31, no. 1 (2008): pp. 77-116. 
 
Reed, Eric, ÔThe Tour de France in the Provinces:  Mass Culture and Provincial 
CommunitiesÕ Relations with the Broader WorldÕ, French Historical Studies 30, no. 4 
(2007): pp. 651-684. 
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Week of 15 September    

 COLONIALISM 
 
REQUIRED READING 
 
Lebovics, Herman, True France: The Wars over Cultural Identity, 1900-1945 (Ithaca 
and London: Cornell University Press, 1992), ch. 3 [Frenchmen into Peasants: 
Rerooting the Vietnamese in Their Villages]. 
 
Peters, Erica, ÔIndigestible Indo-China: Attempts to Introduce Vietnamese Food into 
France in the Interwar PeriodÕ, in Martin Evans, ed., Empire and Culture: The French 
Experience, 1830-1940 (Houndmills: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004), pp. 91-102. 
 
 
 
Week of 22 September       

  INTER-WAR FRANCE 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Weber, Eugen, The Hollow Years: France in the 1930s (New York and London: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 1994), ch. 8 [Cultures]. 
Kedward, Rod, La Vie en bleu: France and the French since 1900 (London: Penguin, 
2006), ch. 7 [Manipulating Crisis, 1920s-1934]. 
 
 

ESSAY DUE ON WEDNESDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER  
(SOPHI OFFICE)!! 

 
 
Week of 29 September       

 NON-TEACHING WEEK 
 
 
Week of 6 October            

 NO TUTORIALS - LABOUR DAY 
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Week of 13 October        
 ALGERIAN WAR 

 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
Camus, Albert, The First Man, Daniel Hapgood, trans., (London: Penguin, 2006, 
Repr.), ch. 4 [The ChildÕs Games]. 
 
Cole, Joshua, ÔIntimate Acts and Unspeakable Relations: Remembering Torture and 
the War for Algerian IndependenceÕ, in Alec G. Hargreaves, ed., Memory, Empire, 
and Postcolonialism: Legacies of French Colonialism (London: Lexington, 2005),  
pp. 125-141. 
 
 
 
Week of 20 October                    

 “1968” 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 
ÔFrance Enragee: The Spreading RevoltÕ, Time (Friday, May 24, 1968), 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,844444,00.html, viewed 16 July 
2008. 
 
Kurlansky, Mark, 1968: The Year that Rocked the World (London: Jonathan Cape, 
2004), ch. 12 [Monsieur, we think you are rotten]. 
 
 
 
 
 

Essay Topics 
 

The essay topics will be distributed during the first weeks of the semester. 
 
You must do a research essay from one of the following topics.  To insure availability 
to sources, a maximum of twelve people may do each topic: first come, first served.  
Please sign up by email with the tutor, Dr Jaehnicke Ð you must sign up by 
Wednesday, 20 August.  Once you sign up, you will not be able to change your 
topic.  A paper done on any other topic than the one for which you signed up will not 
be accepted. 
 
The references listed are only an indication of the some of the general or most 
important sources.  You are expected to locate and use further appropriate scholarly 
sources – articles from scholarly journals, academic monographs, and – as 
appropriate – primary sources.  You should not rely on general works, textbooks, 
encyclopedias and other introductory materials. 
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Essays must be submitted by the due date Ð late submissions will be penalised.  
Extensions will be granted only for the reasons stated, and by the process outlined in 
the boxed section earlier in this course outline. 
 
Essays must be presented according to the Department of History guidelines.  See 
http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/departs/history/undergrad/need_to_know/essay_pr
esentation.shtml 
Essays not presented in this format will not be accepted or will be penalized. 


